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As the saying goes, Itôs beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas, and yes, the silly season 
is on us again. The boys in the project zone 
have been busy making special picnic    
tables for a local school to give students 
with wheelchairs the ability to use the ta-
bles. They are slightly larger than usual and 
look wonderful. 

We must congratulate the BBQ team once 
again for their incredible effort recently. 
Several members stepped up to be on hand 
and help out when key personnel were not 
available due to sudden illness. Well done 
gents and a big thank you to you all. By all 
reports, a fabulous effort and a record    
result. 

The Shed has a team of members that went 
to be trained as Test and Tag exponents, 
and we now have a Shed full of electrical 
equipment that is fully Tested and Tagged 
and up to date. Thanks gents. 

Over the past month or so, a team of sever-
al members and our electrical contractor 
have put in a huge amount of effort and 
work to tidy and sort out the wiring and 
layout of the Shedôs computer system. The 
network is now wired and terminated 
through one panel mounted up on the   
mezzanine floor in the IT section of the 
Shed. The entire layout has now been   
documented and drawings have been   
completed, all showing where each circuit 
comes from and where it feeds. 

A talented member has composed and put 
down a Shed song and we are looking for 
another talented person, maybe a relative 
or grandchild, to video imaging to this 
song. Should you know someone that has 
those skills, please let us know so we can 
complete the task. 

Shed layout plans are now available from 
Steve so that members can offer their ideas 
as to how they would envisage a new and 
more efficient layout of the Shed. We need 
your thoughts and ideas and here is your 
chance to have your input as to how you 
would see a better operating Shed should 
be. All thoughts and ideas will be consid-
ered. 

We have purchased a new Metal band saw 
for the metal work area and we are investi-
gating the purchase of a new spindle drive 
for CNC machine. 

Discipline wasnôt abuse, it was how we 
learned right from wrong, how we built 
respect, and how we understood that      
actions have consequences. 

Take care and see you at the Shed. 

Charlie Sanders -  Chairman 

 

 

 

First Published - July 2016 

The Shed Reporté.. 

Visit our Website 

Merry Christmas 
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Inside Our Shedé.. 

The annual, much contested, John OôKeefe Memo-
rial Euchre Tournament was held at the Shed on 
Monday, the 4th of November, with a good rollup of 
eager players ready for some friendly competition. 
The atmosphere was lively, filled with fun, laughter, 
and the occasional bit of good-natured skulduggery 
that always seems to accompany a game or two of      
euchre! 

Matthew, one of our members, kindly brought in a 
delicious morning tea of cakes and sweets that kept 
everyone well-fuelled through the rounds. After a 
morning of cards and friendship, the eventual     
winners were John Paul and Wayne Phillips, who 
took home the honours for 2025. 

The festivities didnôt end there, with a tasty BBQ 
lunch provided by the Shed and expertly cooked by 
Karen and Zac, who certainly cooked up a storm. 

Events like this truly capture the spirit of the Menôs 
Shed - friendship, laughter, good food, and a healthy 
dose of competition. A big thank you to everyone 
who helped make the day such a success! 

We are sure that John would be looking down upon 
us with a huge smile. 

Writer: Steve OõBrien - Shed News Editor 

John OõKeefe Memorial Euchre Tournamenté.. 



 3 

Inside Our Shed - Continuedé.. 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to Eagles Plumbing 
Plus at Rutherford for their ongoing and generous 
support of the Maitland Community Menôs Shed. 
Once again this year, Eagles Plumbing Plus has  
chosen to donate part of the proceeds from their  
annual charity golf day to our shed in a gesture that 
truly makes a difference. They have been keeping 
this tradition going for a number of years. 

Their commitment to giving back to the community 
shines through at this event, which brings together 
employees, customers, and suppliers in the spirit of 
generosity and teamwork. We extend our sincere 
appreciation to everyone involved for helping make 
this continued support possible. 

For more than 55 years, Eagles Plumbing Plus has 
proudly served the Central Coast, Newcastle, 
Hunter, Lake Macquarie, Forster/Tuncurry, Coffs 
Harbour, and Lismore regions. As the largest       
independent supplier of plumbing, bathroom, kitch-

en, and laundry products in these areas, theyôve 
built a strong reputation for quality and service.   
Beyond their trade expertise, their Bathroom and 
Kitchen Display Centre showcase the very latest in 
Australian and international design, reflecting their 
commitment to excellence. 

We are truly grateful to Eagles Plumbing Plus for 
their enduring generosity and community spirit. 
Their ongoing support helps keep our shed a operat-
ing and welcoming place for all. 

Writer: Steve OõBrien - Shed News Editor 

Eagles Plumbing Plus - Supporting the Community Once Againé.. 

Our Next Bunnings BBQ is on Saturday the 15th of November 

Our workshop team has recently taken on a reward-
ing new project of building two sturdy outdoor   
picnic tables for a local disability hub that has just 
moved to a larger property here in Maitland. 

With their new space boasting a huge backyard, the 
hub wanted some solid, comfortable tables where 
their participants can relax, enjoy meals, and social-
ise during their support sessions. 

The Shedôs workshop team has already been busy 
painting and cutting the timber, preparing every-
thing for construction. Once complete, these tables 
will not only provide a practical addition to the 
hubôs outdoor area but also stand as another fine 
example of the community spirit and craftsmanship 
our Shed is known for. 

Writer: Steve OõBrien - Shed News Editor 

Picnic Tables for a Good Causeé.. 
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Inside Our Shed - Continuedé.. 

The Garage Sale Trail has once again proven to be a 
winning event for our shed! 

Garage Sale Trail 2025 is Australiaôs biggest second
-hand treasure hunt that took place over two week-
ends, November 8-9 and November 15-16. Across 
the country, hundreds of thousands of Australians 
joined in the fun, hosting garage sales, second-hand 
markets, and community stalls. The event is all 
about finding bargains, decluttering homes and 
workspaces, and giving pre-loved items a new life 
instead of sending them to landfill. 

Our shed was buzzing with activity throughout the 
day, as a steady stream of bargain hunters came 
through the shed in search of hidden gems. Thanks 

to everyoneôs efforts, we successfully rehomed 
plenty of unused tools, materials, and other items 
that had been gathering dust, freeing up valuable 
space in our workshop. 

This event also ties in perfectly with our new      
initiative to redesign the shedôs floor space, making 
it more practical, organised, and welcoming for 
members to use. A big thank-you goes out to all 
those members who rolled up their sleeves over the 
past few weeks to sort, clean, and prepare items for 
sale, and to the volunteers who manned the tables 
on Saturday, November 8. 

Any remaining items will first be offered to our 
shed members, with the leftovers offered to other 
Menôs Sheds in the area, ensuring that nothing    
useful goes to waste.  

Writer: Steve OõBrien - Shed News Editor 

Garage Sale Trail Successé.. 

Just a Little Jokeé.. 
Two Irishmen were standing at the base of a flag-
pole, looking up. A blonde walks by and asked 
them what they were doing. 

Paddy replied, 'We're supposed to be finding the 
height of this flagpole, but we don't have a ladder.' 

The blonde took out an adjustable spanner from her 
bag, loosened a few bolts and laid the flagpole 
down. She got a tape measure out of her pocket, 
took a few measurements, and announced that it 
was 18 feet 6 inches. Then, she walked off. 

Mick said to Paddy, 'Isn't that just like a blonde! 

We need the height, and she gives us the bloody 
length. 
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Inside Our Shed - Continuedé.. 

Day One: The Spark 

It all started innocently enough. My wife casually 
mentioned, ñThe local real estate mob are offering 
free online house evaluations. No obligation. No 
hassle.ò Naturally, I was suspicious. ñFreeò and ñno 
hassleò in the same sentence? Thatôs like saying non
-alcoholic wine tastes good. But curiosity got the 
better of me and like the cat, I was doomed. 

The result? A surprisingly generous valuation.   
Suddenly, the idea of moving closer to the grand-
kids didnôt seem so far-fetched. After all, weôd 
spent four years chauffeuring them to every activity 
known to humankind: swimming, football, jazz   
ballet, aerial acrobatics, cheerleading, and some-
thing called ñcontortionò or contorture as my grand-
son calls it. 

Day Two: The Wedge Appears 

The next day, the agent called. Not to hassle, of 
course, just to ñtouch base.ò I could see the thin end 
of the wedge poking through the toe cap of his RM 
Williams riding boots. He popped over, admired our 
house, and gave us a new valuation that was even 
better than the online one. Suddenly, moving didnôt 
sound so crazy. Just mildly unhinged. 

Day Three: Things Escalate 

Agent rings again. Heôs got a family about to sign 
on a dud house, and ours ticks all their boxes. ñCan 
I bring them around?ò he asks. They arrive, fall in 
love with the place, and I start wondering if I should 
charge admission. 

Day Four: Sold! 

Agent calls again, this time with a firm offer. We 
accept. Boom. Weôre on a 42-day countdown to  
vacate the premises. Panic sets in. I start eyeing the 
shed and whispering apologies to my tools. 

Days Five to Twenty-Eight: Chaos, Camping & 
Contortion 

Packing begins. We juggle inspections, house hunt-
ing, and pool compliance checks. Apparently, our 
pool gate posts failed the ñ330 Newton Forceò test, 
which is roughly the force of a toddlerôs tantrum. I 
suspect someone was pulling something with their 
non-dominant hand, and it wasnôt the gate. 

We find a new house, then head off camping with 
the family for 10 days. Because nothing says 
ñrelaxationò like sleeping in a tent while your house 
is being sold. Meanwhile, the shed gets packed last. 
Forty years of tools, gadgets, and ñmight-come-in-
handiesò are loaded into a hire truck and sent off to 

my sonôs place in Murrumbateman. I shed a tear. 
Possibly two. 

Days Twenty-Nine to Forty: Surprise Moves  

Removalists were booked for Day 32. On Day 31, 
they rang at lunchtime and said, ñMind if we swing 
by early?ò My wife, ever the planner, agreed. They 
packed everything except our bed and vanished into 
the night. Thankfully, they did return the next day to 
collect our bed and to complete the move. 

Days Forty-Two to Forty-Five: Squatters & Sau-
sages 

Our house sale settled on time. Our purchase? Not 
so much. Thanks to the vendorôs legal team, we 
were technically homeless. With our licence        
expired, we were squatting, albeit politely. 

Eventually, we settled. And on Day 47, I returned to 
the Shed with a triumphant sausage sizzle at      
Bunnings.  

Epilogue: Shed, Sweet Shed 

Moving house is right up there with root canals and 
assembling flat-pack furniture. It messes with your 
routine, your sanity, and your back. But weôre     
recovering. Weôre closer to the grandkids, the     
kettleôs on, and Iôve got plans for a new shed slab, 
some wardrobe inserts, and a garden that wonôt 
plant itself. 

  Writer: Lşŉǋ yŋŕŕŋħřǟ- Menôs Shed Reporter 

The Great Escape: One Manõs Journey from Ashtonfield to Boolarooé.. 
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Inside Our Shed - Continuedé.. 

 As Christmas fast approaches, things are getting 
busy around the Shed! Our members are hard at 
work finishing up the current list of projects and 
continuing the ongoing task of reorganising our 
workspace to make Shed operations run even more 
efficiently. 

Our annual Shed Christmas Party will be held on 
Monday, 15 December, at the East Maitland Bowl-
ing Club. Make sure you put your name on the     
attendance list and if youôre not on the list, you 
wonôt be catered for. Yes, that includes you! Please 
donôt assume we already know youôre coming. 

The Shed will close for the Christmas break at the 
end of the day on Friday, 19 December 2025, and 
will reopen at 8:00am on Monday, 5 January 2026. 

Weôd like to wish all our members and their families 
a very merry Christmas and a happy, safe New 
Year. 

Christmas Scheduleé.. 

Gôday Shedders! Well, here we are again, the smell 
of sawdust mixing with fruitcake and the hum of 
sanders giving way to the sound of Christmas     
carols. Itôs been   another busy, bustling, and down-
right brilliant year at the Maitland Community 
Menôs Shed! 

Looking back, Iôm amazed at what weôve achieved 
together. The new chisel mortiser has been getting a 
real workout as members turned out everything 
from tables and chairs to those sturdy custom dog 
beds that had tails wagging all over town. The    
garage sale was a ripper success too, a great way to 
clear the benches, raise some funds, and make room 
for more projects (because, letôs face it, a Shed is 
never really ñtidyò). 

Weôve also been keeping our minds sharp with the 
IT sessions, especially now with the 75ò TV moni-
tor in the computer room, perfect for learning new 
tricks and exploring this AI stuff everyoneôs talking 
about. And letôs not forget the Monday morning 
walking group, stretching our legs and swapping a 
few tall tales before the kettle boils. 

Our members continue to lend a hand to the      
community, from repairs and restorations to creative 
projects that make Maitland just that little bit bright-
er. Every nail hammered, every laugh shared, and 
every cuppa poured adds up to what makes this 

Shed so special. 

So, as the year winds down, I want to wish every 
Shedder and their families a Merry Christmas and a 
happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Take 
some time to relax, recharge, and maybe dream up a 
few new projects for 2026, because you can bet 
thereôll be plenty to keep us busy when the doors 
swing open again! 

Stay safe, stay cheerful, and as alwaysé keep on 
sheddinô! 

Cheers, 

Sˉʗ ˁɯʍ Sɯedɩˏʞ 

 

 

 

A Christmas Message from ôSam the Shedderõé.. 
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Inside Our Shed - Continuedé.. 

Once again this year, weôve arranged for our shedôs 
solar panels to be professionally cleaned which is an 
important job that helps keep our solar system work-
ing at its best. A local company carries out the 
cleaning, removing the build-up of dust, grime, and 
tree litter that collects over the winter months. They 
also take the time to blow away debris from the 
roof, ensuring everything is clear and tidy. 

Clean solar panels arenôt just nice to look at, they 
make a big difference to performance. Dirt and 
leaves can block sunlight from reaching the panels, 

reducing their ability to generate power efficiently. 
Regular cleaning helps boost solar output, which in 
turn helps us keep our electricity costs down. 

The last clean was done around the same time last 
year, and itôs proven to be well worth the effort. By 
keeping our panels sparkling and efficient, weôre 
making the most of the sunôs energy and supporting 
a more sustainable, cost-effective shed. 

Writer: Steve OõBrien - Shed News Editor 

Keeping Our Solar Panels Shiningé.. 

Before 
After 


